S

S
. NS
qdria
¥ Let's grow up together 51,6?9/0/%‘\\ (QS’
SAdriaticIPA D% 2%
Cross Border Cooperation 2007-2013 ’0 ’é
BT R 5= oy

Collecting the 21st Century:
A Welsh Perspective

Owain Rhys
Curator of Contemporary Life
National History Museum
St Fagans, Wales
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The project is co-funded by the European Union, Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance.



St Fagans: National History Museum %,
‘%0%0“’0

Open air museum since 1948

Specialising in reconstructed buildings

Originally intended for preservation of Welsh rural life
Later, industrial era buildings and material culture

One of seven National Museum Wales sites

Most popular tourist attraction in Wales (600,000 visitors)



Contemporary Collecting RACy

“Contemporary collecting is one of the
most difficult of practices because of its
overwhelming and multifaceted nature,
and because we are collecting things that
reflect our own society, which we know to
be complex. Collecting historical material
only seems easier because there is less of
it, we know it less well, and because
historians have constructed narratives
which value one thing above another”

(Knell, S.J. 2004. Altered Values: Searching for a New Collecting. In Knell, S.J. (Ed)
Museums and the Future of Collecting (Second Edition) Aldershot: Ashgate, 1-46)



Definition e

Existing, occurring, or living at the same
time; belonging to the same time; of the
present time; modern

Post World War Il, post Cold War, the
Information Age, and a time of terrorism

Popular culture, mass-production and
disposability - “non-authentic spurious”

Filling gaps in the collection

Recording the experiences of local
communities



What and how to collect?

Objects or alternative forms of
representation?

Community experiences?
Popular culture?
Working with private collectors?



Materiality and Intangibility RS

Although ‘there are more effective means
of recording people’s lifestyles, through
video, film or photography rather than
through objects... objects remain an
uniquely tangible primary source’

Clayton, N. 2004. Folk Devils in our Midst? Collecting from Deviant Groups. In Knell,

S.J. (Ed) Museums and the Future of Collecting (Second Edition) Aldershot: Ashgate,
146-154



Contemporary Collecting

In the past
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Collecting Policy S

“Despite the spread of the use of collecting
policies, collecting remains a largely
untheorized and ill-considered area of
museum work”

(Moore, K. 1997. Museums and Popular Culture. London and Washington: Cassell)

* collect direct parallels or modern versions
of items already In the collection?

* social study research (questionnaires,
photography, interviews and object
collection)?

* histories of under-represented groups?



Methods
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Nethan Nichols S ¢
Cwm Carn Boxing Club oo

This represents me losing
weight through boxing
and running. It keeps
your body temperature at
Its highest to make you
sweat more. The other
day, | lost a stone in two
days. | wouldn't
recommend it! But I've
been Welsh Champion
and Silver Medallist in the
British this year. I'm going
to win more next year!




Olwen Ingham, Johnstown S

Every time people came
from different countries to
Llangollen International
Eisteddfod, we made
sure that they had a place
to stay. One was a
reverend from just
outside Johannesburg.
And what surprised me
more than anything was
that he was against black
people. | hadn’t thought
of such a thing in the
‘60s.
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Roxe Foundation









Roxe Foundation s«

“Around six months after | started, a lot of the boys

dropped out. A lot of them were being caught by police;
a lot of them were getting caught by teachers, and never
did it again. Sort of grew out of the phase. | always
wanted to keep doing it, always wanted to be out there.
You get better, you get a better hand style, your letters
start to flow, your letters start to look nice, then you feel
more confident with what you're doing. You've got to
make it fast, quick — get it everywhere — and it feels
great!”

Anon






Y Frenhines: Celf a Delwedd
The Queen: Art and Image
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Amgueddfa Genedlaethol Caerdydd
National Museum Cardiff

Y Frenhines:
Celf a Delwedd

1 goffau Jiwbili Ddiemwnt y Frenhines,
60 o ddelweddau trawiadol o Elisabeth Il

trwy gydol ei theyrnasiad

4 Chwefror ~ 29 Ebrill 2012
Mynediad am ddim

The Queen:
Art and Image

To mark The Queen's Diamond Jubilee
60 striking images of Queen Elizabeth I,
spanning her reign

4 February - 29 April 2012
Free entry
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Mis Hanes LHDT
LGBT History Month












EXHIBITION BY GAY AMMANFORD
TO CELEBRATE
LESBIAN GAY BISEXUAL TRANS HISTORY MONTH
FEBRUARY 2011
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What and how to collect

Objects and alternative forms of
representation

Community experiences
Popular culture
Working with private collectors



Conclusion IS

A contemporary collector should be “part
cultural anthropologist, folklife expert,
sociologist, industrial and commercial
archeologist [sic], social psychologist, In
addition to being a technological, social
and cultural historian”

(Sghlereth, T. J. 1982. ‘Collecting Today for Tomorrow’, Museum News, 60 (4), 29-
37



Owain Rhys
Curator of Contemporary Life
National History Museum
St Fagans, Wales

029 2057 3428

owain.rhys@museumwales.ac.uk



